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only in a world which is rational that miracle can have, as
issuing from the Mind which is the source of the world's
rational structure, its enormous significance for faith and become
itself a part of a rational universe.
It is the same with religious convention. Christianity is
associated as we know with a large number of institutional
observances which are dogmatic in the sense that they are, in
their observance, means of grace which grew up in the course
of time, and became sanctioned by authority. The social
character of religion necessarily led to this result, as uniformity
between individuals in the means whereby grace is sought.
The value of such conventions, religious observances regularly
carried out by all members of the Church, is obviously very
great; a great religion could not conceivably grow up without
them, and they naturally become enjoined upon the individual
as necessary to his spiritual well-being. For the individual
to seek to depart from them must necessarily be viewed with
grave disfavour by the Church. They become inwoven into
the structure of dogma, and constituent parts of the dogmatic
framework, means sanctioned and instituted by divine authority
for the reception of grace. This does not, of course, involve
denial of response to divine reality through private channels;
but the Church inevitably insists at least upon these authoritative
channels. This is right and inevitable; and the ritual of Chris-
tianity becomes therefore of a piece with its entire tissue of
dogma, and inseparable from it. The individual in Christianity
therefore is committed not only to belief in a final revelation
of God in history; that act of faith becomes one with the series
of conventional observances which the Church demands.
The act of belief is inextricably associated with the practice
of religious observance, which regularly carried out invests
the whole of life with a sacramental character. The acceptance
of dogma without traditional observances is not a Chris-
tianity; the belief in a final historical revelation shows itself
in acceptance of religious convention.
It is, of course, the case that this involves acceptance of